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and pularity of their character, will be particu-
jariy liable to become the dupes of this pro-
pensity. Nor .is it they only who have here need to
be on their guard: men of real religion will also do
well to watch against this delusion. There is how-
ever another danger to which these are still more
exposed, and against which it is the rather necessary
fco warn them, because of our having insisted so
strongly on their being bound to be diligent in the
discharge of the active duties of life. In their en-
Dangersto deavours to fulfil this obligation, let them
true Chris- particularly beware, lest, setting out on
tiawfrom right principles, they insensibly lose them
mixing too    . °.i   *•	/» ,1   •	^     •,
muck in m *ne course ot their progress; lest, en-
worldly gaging originally in the business and bustle
business. of ^e W0rld, from a sincere and earnest
desire to promote the glory of God, their minds
should become so heated and absorbed in the pur-
suit of their object, as that the true motive of action
should either altogether cease to be an habitual
principle, or should at least lose much of its life and
vigour; and lest, their thoughts and affections being
engrossed by temporal concerns, their sense of the
reality of "unseen things" should fade away, and
they should lose their relish for the employments and
offices of religion.
The Christian's path is beset with dangers—on
the one hand, he justly dreads an inactive and un-
profitable life; on the other, he no less justly trembles
for the loss of that spiritual-mindedness which is
the very essence and power of his profession. This
is not quite the place for the full discussion of the
difficult topic now before us: and if it were, the
writer of these sheets is too conscious of his own
incompetency, not to be desirous of asking, rather
than of giving, advice respecting it. Yet, as it is
a matter which has often engaged his most serious

